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CC United Soccer Club 

Team Placement & Player Selection 
CC United competitive teams are governed by the Minnesota Youth Soccer Association (MYSA).  With the goal of placing a 

team in an environment that is conducive to their ability, MYSA provides differing levels of play at each age group. MYSA also 

recognizes the importance of development over results as standings in a league format are not recorded until U11.  

This document identifies age groups and playing levels that are available to our association (listed from most competitive to 

least competitive) and the logic behind how we place teams, how we train players and the goals for each age group. 

Age Group Playing Levels 

U9-U10 Maroon and Gold 

U11-U13 Classic 1, Classic 2 and Classic 3 

U14-U19 Premier, Classic 1, Classic 2 and Classic 3 

CC United strives to create/earn three levels of play at the U12 age group, in preparation of when 11v11 begins at U13 

The Process 

The process of team placement at CC United starts at the U9 level where we strive to create two equal Maroon teams and as 

many equally divided Gold teams as possible. As each age group differs in development, during tryouts the age group is 

evaluated to see if we can accommodate this procedure. After a season of competition and player evaluation, at U10 we 

reevaluate the age group to maintain, add or reduce the number of Maroon teams. We then keep a balance between 

creating top level teams and maintaining healthy competition at the Gold level.  At U11 the league structure kicks in, and 

Maroon teams now become Classic 2 and the Gold teams become Classic 3. We then let MYSA’s league structure take care of 

the rest through promotion and relegation based on league standings. 

MYSA’s league structure contains promotion and relegation for the competitive teams at the U12 and older age groups. If a 

team finishes first in their league, or achieves 75% or more of their total points for the season they are eligible for promotion 

to the next level for the following season. If a team does not achieve 25% of their total points, and if there is a league below, 

relegation will occur. Anything in the middle will mean that the team maintains its level of play.  

Please note that MYSA allows club Directors to place teams in whatever league they deem appropriate up to the U13 age 

group. This is something that is not taken advantage of at CC United as we believe that all age groups should earn league 

placements for the following season and that the league level will be a reflection of the teams’ and players’ ability. This 

means that if an age group has a team that gets promoted and is able to maintain its promoted status then it has done so 

through training, and this success creates opportunity for player placement at a higher level for all. 

Although player movement between teams will occur, teams returning to MYSA’s league structure at U12 and above will 

resume league play at the levels earned for the age group from the previous summer season.  

Player Selection 

All player selection is done through the evaluation process.  Please visit www.ccunitedsoccer.com, click on the “Tryouts” tab 

to view Evaluation Criteria.  

Taking into consideration the information gained from the process of team placement, the club then strives through player 

selection and evaluation to create or earn levels of play to support the age group’s ability. If the league placements do not 
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match the age groups ability, and if we have multiple teams at one specific level, at U12 and/or above we will strengthen one 

team to earn promotion. This will not be done at the expense of the other team’s development, as they will be divided up 

equally with the goal of them remaining as competitive as possible. The goal is to create the three different levels of play by 

the time we reach the U13 age level as that is when 11v11 kicks in. 

This is a big problem area for parents to come to terms with, as all want their child to be placed on the team that is 

strengthened, as they can see a season with plenty of success. In this scenario the aspiring borderline player is deemed to be 

in a better place to be placed on the equally divided teams as they will shine through the evaluation process by being one of 

the strongest players instead of a battling (potentially average/low) player on a strengthened team. Their development will 

be increased as being a dominant player will lead to key playing roles. In this situation attitude and positivity from the player 

and all who surround them is a must.  

The pessimist sees difficulty in every opportunity. The optimist sees opportunity in every difficulty -Sir Winston Churchill 

Players that are on any team that earns promotion are not guaranteed to move up the following season. They must earn their 

place through the player evaluation system. This makes any success achieved by a team something to be celebrated by the 

age group. Affecting player selection is the number of players required to play a game at each age level. Competitive age 

groups have different roster sizes with the younger ones carrying less players.  Here are the numbers required to play a game 

at each age group and the roster sizes CC United looks to maintain. 

Age Group Game Size Roster Size MYSA Minimum 

U9-U10 7v7 10 8 

U11-U12 9v9 10-11 10 

U13-U19 11v11 14-16 11 

At CC United we strive to have the higher-level teams carry a smaller roster to enable play up opportunities. 

Selection for returning players is determined after all the data from the evaluation process has been collected. New players 

who did not make tryouts will be placed on an as needed basis except for Outside Community Players not living in the area 

for tryouts (see evaluation procedure). Movement between the teams may still occur until February as the club revaluates 

the players as winter training commences. Final placement will be locked in at that time. 

Fall Season 

The fall competitive season is only available for players in the U8-U14 age groups (U8 players are eligible to play U9). To 

determine your player’s age, please click here or go to www.mnyouthsoccer.org click on “Parents” and then competitive to 

view MYSA’s age guideline.  

http://www.mnyouthsoccer.org/layout_container/show_layout_tab?layout_container_id=5559908&page_node_id=669088&tab_element_id=3549
http://www.mnyouthsoccer.org/

